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Welcome to the Peter Timms Lecture
and Symposium 2023

eter Timms (1937-2005) graduated from Oxford University
in 1959 and then worked for Borax Consolidated where he
developed an interest in high temperature chemistry. This
theme shaped his DPhil research at Oxford (with CSG
Phillips), his postdoctoral research at Rice University (with JL
Margrave), and his research as Assistant Professor at Berkeley.

He returned from the USA as a Ramsay Fellow at Bristol, later
becoming Lecturer and Reader in Inorganic Chemistry. He was
awarded a Corday—Morgan Medal for work on synthetic reactions of
boron, silicon and transition-metal high-temperature species. He
formally retired in 2002 but continued to work with Edwards on
chemistry relevant to the electronics industry, on silica films and on
the destruction of toxic waste gases. The Peter Timms Symposium
is held in recognition of his pioneering work in inorganic and materials chemistry and
his many contributions to the School of Chemistry.

rofessor Fiona Meldrum is a Professor at the School of

Chemistry, University of Leeds, UK. She obtained her

undergraduate degree in Natural Sciences from the University

of Cambridge in 1989, and her doctorate in biological
crystallisation from the University of Bath in 1992. Following a
postdoctoral position at the University of Syracuse, USA she carried
out further postdoctoral work at the Max Plank Institute of
Polymerforschung, Mainz, Germany under award of a Humboldt
Research Fellowship.

Fiona then joined the Australian National University in Canberra as a Research Fellow,
before returning to the UK to take up a lectureship at Queen Mary, University of
London in 1998. She moved to the School of Chemistry, University of Bristol in 2003
and joined the University of Leeds in 2009. Fiona holds a Chair in Inorganic
Chemistry, and has been the recipient of a number of awards including an EPSRC
Leadership Fellowship, an RSC Interdisciplinary prize and an ERC Advanced Grant.

Her research focuses on crystallisation, which due to the aesthetic appeal of crystals,
the fundamental nature of phase transformations and the enormous utility of
crystalline materials, has fascinated for centuries. The over-arching goal of Fiona’s
research is to achieve control over crystal nucleation and growth, such that crystalline
materials — with tailor-made properties — can be constructed by design. This vision is
founded on building new understanding of the mechanisms which underlie
crystallisation, and is often inspired by biomineralisation processes in which
organisms achieve control unparalleled by synthetic systems.
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